
 1 

EPIC
NRP Phase One Review
East Phillips Improvement Coalition - 2011

Community Garden Fall Harvest Party

Childrenôs Choir of Holy Rosary Church

East Phillips Park

Cultural and Community Center 

2307 17th Ave. S.

Open Now



 2 

                        EPIC NRP Phase One Review 
 

A Report to the East Phillips Neighborhood 
 

 Table of Contents 
 

 Acknowledgementsééééééééééééééééééééééé.  3   

 EPIC NRP Phase I Review Processééééééééééééééééé   4 
 

 Introduction and Historyééééééééééééééééééééé.  6 
 

 Neighborhood Description and Characteréééééééééééé..........  7 
 

 Housing: The Back Storyééééééééééééééééééé. é...   8 
 

 Emergence of EPICééééééééééééééééééééééé  9 
 

 HOUSING: NRP Funding,Village-In-Phillips Town Homes ééééééé 10 
   

 Neighborhood Planning and Projectsééééééééééééééé..... 11 
 

 EPIC Housing Taskforce, EPIC Hi-Lake Plan, East Phillips Commons..éé. 13    

 Housing Rehab Support Loanséééééééééééééééééé.. 14   

 First Time Home Buyer Loans, Greenway Heights  Apartmentsééééé.. 15 
 

 Boarded & Vacant Housingéééééééééééééééééé. é.. 16 
 

 Crime & Safetyéééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 17 
 

 Environment: East Phillips 17th Ave. Community Gardenééé.éééé.. 18 
 

 Learning & Service: ESL, Library helpéééééééééééé..ééé 19 
2 

 Sports & Rec, East/Midtown Youthéééééééééééééééé.. 20 
 

 East Phillips Park Cultural & Community Centerééééééééééé. 21   

 Admin. Fundsééééééééééééééééééééééé........ 24 
 

 Conclusionéééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 25 
 

 Appendix A: Survey Results: Dotmocracy, Business and residentééééé 26 
 

 Appendix B: Dotmocracy Surveyséééééééééééééé...éé.. 29 
 

 Appendix C: Residents Phase I Surveyééééééééééééééé.. 33 
 

           Appendix D: Business Phase I Surveyéééééééééééééééé 34   

 Appendix E:  EPIC Plan Mod Historyéééééééééééééééé 36 

 Appendix F:  EPIC NRP Phase I Financial Status Report Financial Planéé.. 40  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

Acknowledgements: 
Many neighborhoods were finishing NRP Phase I when East Phillips emerged from the demise 

of People of Phillips, POP, in the late nineties. NRP is, in the long run, about people and this is 

especially true in the challenged neighborhoods. So we acknowledge many people here, because 

without their commitment, hard work and will to join hands and move ahead together, East 

Phillips would not have become EPIC and none of the great achievements and the rising of the 

neighborhood would have happened. Many in the neighborhood are grateful to you all, 

especially after partying in the new East Phillips Park Cultural and Community Center. 

 

The East Phillips Improvement 

Coalition, EPIC, Board wishes 

to thank all the volunteers who 
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EPIC Board and many 

committees and who have 
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for 29 lovely new homes that helped change the face of East Phillips. And thanks to Edie Oates 

whose long tenure with us and MCDA was a great ride. 
 

All these people and many others have helped in the ñrestoration journeyò of East Phillips, from 

a failing neighborhood to a far more attractive and viable place to live. All of these peopleôs 

willingness to meet and debate and reach consensus over and over, through countless meetings 

and many hourséand even yearséspent working on projects, has helped shape East Phillips. 

Now we actually see, through the results of the round table discussions, Dot-mocracy and 

survey, how completely residents feel we have improved and helped create a more livable and 

appealing neighborhood. Thank you for devoting your time and energy to making this 

neighborhood a so much better place to live. 

 

EPIC NRP Phase One Review Process: 
This review is a product of the East Phillips Improvement Coalition (EPIC) Board of Directors, 

additional residents who, along with the board, formed the Task Force and the residents of East 

Phillips. It draws on historical data from what constituted our reconstructed Action Plan as the 

drama of becoming EPIC unfolded over time and the neighborhood made its way after the 

collapse of the People Of Phillips (POP) organization.  
 

EPIC has represented the East Phillips Neighborhood since 1999, when the People Of Phillips 

(POP) organization collapsed, and officially since EPICôs incorporation in 2000. It never had its 

own NRP Phase I Neighborhood Action Plan, developed by its own organization and EPIC never 

has had the advantage of that initial single kick-off event from which to measure its successes.  

EPIC started in the midst of the frustration and malaise that came with the messy demise of the 

óPOP machineô. This has meant that EPICôs assessment is an assessment of a streaming series of 

changes and adjustments of an already existing plan tailored by mostly nonresidents of East 

Phillips for a place quite different and much bigger and even more complex than the complex 

setting the East Phillips 

residents inherited. 

Residents had to rethink 

and reassess at every turn.  
 

EPIC started the review 

several times, first, with a 

major survey of almost all 

residents of East Phillips 

in 2007. That was the year 

EPIC worked to obtain our 

new East Phillips Park 

Cultural and Community 

Center. The importance of 

the Park Project meant the  

Phase I Review took a 

back seat. 

 

Then came the struggle to                EPIC Annual Meeting DotMocracy Event, spring, 2010 

stop the Midtown Burner and  

the extensive organizing by the community to accomplish that.  By the time the Board returned 

its attention to the Review, it was concluded that the survey, extensive as it was, would be 

considered out of date. So in February of 2010 the Board began a look back again, with 

discussion groups and a major óDot-mocracyô at our 2010 Annual Meeting. Residents were given  


